Mining and water
Editor: -

A healthy skepticism is a very good at-
titude to have, bt it seems t0 me that a lot
of the criticism about accepting the mining
company s offer to pay for an extensiciof the
CAP pipeline is based more on fear and dis-
trust then on factual knowledge.

I've read: what good is the pipeline if the
Colorado River goes dry; if the quality of the
water is inferior to existing ground water; if
it s an enabling offer to get the mine built.

I'vie been assured by those who know these
things that the Colorado River s not going
drv any time soon.

The current flow is sufficient for current
neads, Thisissueisfor other times and other
people in the future. It would be worth while
t0 build the pipeline.

At thesame water utility mesting I learned
that . yes, CAPwater 1s inferior toour ground
watel

However, there are no other other sources
of water of a quality equal to CAP water
available. Theonly available source of water
for recharging purposas s treated wastewa-
ter; which is, I'm assured, inferior to CAP
water: Either way the water would have to he
piped to our community It would be worth-
while to build the pipeline.

Would the offer enable the mine to be built.
Iy understanding is thatit does not | of it-
self, enable the mines construction.

An 1272 federal mining law does that. Dur

senators need to deal with that issue.

Cltizen action would help as well.

Pressure from our state government would
be helpful.

Mr Ray Carroll andthe Pima County Board
of Supervisors are doing thers best; and Mr
Arturo Gabaldon of the Community Water
Company of Green Valley savs that the Au-
gusta Resource offer is not associated with
the mine permitting.

Ms Nancy Freeman seems to concur with
this. If theacceptance of the offer wereto in-
terfere with Mr Carroll’s efforts, well, maybe
this would be the reason to pause. But this
't knowledge, it's only a baseless thouglhit.

Is Augusta’s offer an act of good citizen-
ship?

Possibly, After all. the Santa Cruz River
area is where the mine will draw the water;
not Marana

Be skeptical, but get the facts. Our agquifer
I= being depleted.

CAP water is needed. I've been told that we
are paying for the water anyway.

This is my first Letter to the Editor

All my info was taken from news articles
from the GV News ard Sun, arecent mesting
of the water ntilities at the GV library, and
e-mailings from June Wortman. Thank you.

David Hosea
Grean Valley



